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SHAKSPERE AND THE FAMILY HERALD. 


A silly article has lately appeared in the 
Family Herald, a penny publication which 
circulates widely amongst the middle 
classes, the object of which appears to be 
to remove what the writer conceives a pre- 
judice in favor of Shakspere, 

We happen to know that the person who 
has written the matter in question is a man 
of ability ; otherwise we must have ascribed 
the article to ignorance and incapacity. Ile 


says Shakspere was a clever (!) man who | 


wrote good plays which occasionally reached 
a point of sublimity ; but that the poet had 
no ulterior object’ than success, and his 
dramas are full of obscenity and profane 
wit. Now, although we do not wish to en- 
courage what the editor of the Family 
Herald calls Shakspere-idolatry, we deny, 
in toto, that Shakspere had no object in 
writing ; ; and we assert most positively, there 
is more wisdom, genius, poetry, and ‘insight 
into the human heart, in the works” of 
Shakspere, than in any three authors the 
world has produced — including Plato, 
Homer and (schylus. Clever man, for- 
sooth! The designation we should apply 
to Sue, to Dumas, and the vulgar and de- 
raved French novelists, whose talents are 
Seated to mischief apd profligacy ! 

The same article also predicates that. 
Milton was a second or third-rate poet, (!) 
who had a spiritual idea, which Shakspere 
wanted. That we are far in advance of the 
times of Shakspere | and Milton, with their 
grosshess and fanaticism, there can be no 
doubt—though, God knows, there are still 
bigots and rascals enough in the worl! 
That we require something diviner in ous 
poetry than can be found in Milton, is ais., 
undeniable, But what has that to do with 


—E 


the genius of those great men, whose fame 
has only grown more lustrous with the 
flight of years? We concede that Shakspere 
is often gross, —we confess we have no sym- 
pathy with Miltcn’s theology ; but they are 
the two greatest poets of England, and when 
a greater shall arise, we shall be glad in- 
deed ! 

Whether “the force of nature can no far- 
ther go,” it were bootless to ask. But what 
gigantic strength in the thoughts of Shaks- 
pere; what subtle philosophy, what flights 
of starry imagination, what tides of wild 
passion ! Every character is perfectly dis- 
tinct, and the poetry illustrates the psycho- 
logy thereof more—far more—than in the 
works of any other dramatist. Compare 
Shakspere with Seott--a man of great ta- 
lents—and how poor the author of Waver- 
ley is in comparison. Or take up the best 
novels Bulwer and Dickens ever wrote, and 
then read Lear and Hamlet! 


Perhaps we are only wasting words in 
proving atruism: but we are angry and in 
earnest, and musé¢ write. 

With regard to the asserted indifference 
of Shakspere to religion, it is perfectly true 
that he is not sufficiently affirmative. But 
men who think are continually beset with 
doubts, and probably the mind of Shakspere 
vacillated frequently, ‘The design of Previ- 
dence is not ta make all things clear, but 
on the contrary a mist is cast between man’s 
eyes and the secrets of the universe, so that 
we frequently perceive not the wisdom and 
harmony of the ‘Stupendous Plan,”’ ang 
| murmur, doubt, aud despair; but the true 
and earnest man will always arrive at fuith 


in the end, 





B.W, 
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THE AUDIENCE OF A ,THEATRE, 
Having in a former number, given a 
slight sketch of the parties that are to be 
usually seen outside the theatre prior to 
the opening of the doors, I will now pro- 
coed to enter the house. and the time which 
clapses between the acts of the play, ean- 
not, | think, be more amusingly spent, than 


by observing the audience which have as- | 


sembled to witness the performance. Look 
in the boxes, and the first parties who at- 
tract our attention are a lady and gentle- 


man, who, it is pretty plainly to be seen, | 


are sweethearts, both from the gentleman 
constantly enquiring of his companion 
whether she is quite sure that she can see, 
and as to whether she will not take some 
refreshment, and who, in spite of repeated 
answers in the negative, will persist in 
going out just to get her a few grapes and 
a bisenit, which she, on his return, blush- 
ingly accepts. On looking around, we 
perceive, in the front of a private box, a 
very interesting group of three or four 
children, all of whom are intently listening 
to what their grandmother, the rather 
primly dressed lady who is sitting behind 
them, is telling the eldest of the group, a 
hoy of some eleven years of age, of the 
plays and performers that she saw when 
she was young, and how very much better 
they both were than those they have just 
seen ; it is plainly to be perceived from the 
countenances of the whole party of chil- 
dren, that although they listen to what she 
says, they are far from believing that she 
is serious when she says so, but their atten- 
tion is now drawn from her by the music, 
which has just recommenced playing in 


obedience to the repeated calls of that por- | 


tion of the audience which has obtained 
the cognomen of the Gods : and on looking 
at them, our attention is drawn to a quiet 
looking man who from the genteel shabbi- 
ness of his attire, and his timidly looking 
at the rather noisy parties around him, it 
may be inferred that he has entered this 
part of the house mere from necessity than 


choice ; he, most probably fancies himself 


a Poet, and is now intently observing the 
stage on which the author of the piece 
which has just been performed appears in 
answer to the general call of the audience; 
and a smile lights up his pale and eare- 
Worh countenance for a moment, ashe 





| thinks that perhaps he himself may some 
| day be the object of a similar ovation. Poor 
man! thy next will be, more probably, the 
grave! How saddening, the tide of life 
| flowing fiercely through the veins of some, 
while others lie cold and low. But let him 
hope on, and let us trust that he may one 
| day attain the summit of his ambition. 
H. W. W. 





METROPOLITAN THEATRES 








STRAND. 

We cordially welcome an original drama 
from the pen of Shirley Brooks, who has 
worthily sustained the credit of the drama- 
tic writers of England, by his new drama, 
“The Daughter of the Stars, produced at 
this theatre last week. Distinguishable as 
this piece is for novelty of design, strongly- 
marked chatacters, polished writing, and 
keen satire, it is by no means a perfect spe- 
cimen of the class to which it belongs—in 
which the romantic and picturesque are 
blended with the familiar features of every- 
day life. Such a combination must always 
be striking and effective on the stage, and 
Mr. brooks appears to be fully aware of 
this. Mrs. Stirling, as usual, is the pet of 
the drama, a character well suited to her, 
| entitled Miriam, the Daughter of the Stars, 
| which she sustains with remarkable skill. 
Mrs. Leigh Murray’s Katherine was indeed 
a charming piece of quiet and natural acting, 
The character of the selfish Hawkstone was 
rendered by Mr. Farren with a perfect ap- 
preciation of its peculiarities. The rascally 
lawyer, Crawley, was pourtrayed by Mr. G. 
Cooke with the professional spiciness of a 
mean pettifogger. The frank young sailor 
| Dalton, had an efficient representative in 
Mr. W. Farren, jun., who plaved with un- 
affected propriety in the part. Mr. Compton 
was exactly fitted in the part of Beeswing, a 
quaint old butler. At the fall of the curtain 
all the performers were called for, after 
which, the author, in compliance with the 
call of the house, came forward and bowed 
his acknowledgments to the andience. 

SADLERS WELLS. 

The ‘Scenic Club” of Amateurs played 
here on Friday, Massinger’s comedy, “ A 
New Way to pay Old Debts,” the ‘ Unfi- 
nished Gentleman,”’ and the farce of * Two 
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in the Morning,” a pretty good bili of fare, preciate the exertions of the manager to de- 
for one night’s amusement, particularly for serve success. Mr. E. Green has become, 
amateurs, who are generally slow in their’! as we knew he would, a very decided favo- 
movements. We can speak in terms of rite, and the comic perplexities of Mr. Man- 
commendation of Mr. Cowper, who played | ders nightly excite roars of laughter. 

Sir Giles Ovetreach. His general demeanor| Crarence ATHENXUM, King’s Cross. 
on the stage was very appro riate; his de-| The Garrick Club gave a pertormance 
livery distinct; and he filled up all the | here on Weduesday last, the first piece, en- 
telling situations remarkably well. The | titled the Cavalier, dues not contain much 
Lord Lovel of Mr. Clinton wanted ease and | scope for acting, the only character wo thy 
dignity: it appeared as if he was rather | of notice being Hargrave, performed with 


nervous,—totally different was Mr. i. Grey jcare and judgment by Mr. Davies. Muss 
who acted the part of Wellborn in a finished | Ejlis was perfect in the part sie took, but 


and clever manner, if it was his first at- |the sentimental is not this young lady’s 
tempt, he is deserving of much praise. Mr. | forte in acting. ‘There were two other 
Whitford, as Marrall, frequently over-acted | pieces, but our patience became exhausted 
the character, and sometimes was given to —these amateurs begin so late, and stay su 
burlesque; in other respects he had a good Jong between the pieces. 

idea of the author’s meaning, and certainly; Qn ‘THurspay, Mr. J. A. Lemmon gave 
made the unskilful laugh. Mr. Warwick some readings trom the tragedy of Othello. 
did not make Justice Greedy look old and He has a guod full round voice; his articu- 
portly enough. Some portions of this ama- Jation is clear and distinct; his readings 
teur’s acting was very respectable ; if he| were tolerably correct, and pronounced with 
would play the same part several times, he proper emphasis; aud when we say this, 
would then become more matured, and be a we must observe that we object to his de- 
good representative of the character. Mr. Jivery, his style is too measured, and there 
Warde, as Allworth, was scarcely audible | is a want of variety and energy ; it was evi- 
where we sat, but his appearance was in his! dent he had taken up the tone and manuer 
favor, being well-dressed. And now, Miss: of Mr. Phelps, but without the variety or 
Hastings, don’t think we flatter : we confess! fire which that gentleman infuses ito his 
you were all we require, for it was alto-| readings. We have no duubt if Mr. Lemon 
gether a chaste, clever, and sensible piece of would confine himself to one character, aud 
acting, and the audience gave evident signs | play Iago, he would be found a very clever 
of approbation by frequent applause Miss , represeutative of the part. 


Baddeley was rather tame in the part of | On Monpay, another amateur perform- 
Margaret ; she was too sentimental, and | ance took place. ‘I'he play was the tluney- 
spoke in so low a tone, it was impossible, in | moon ; the gentleman who played the Duke 
the boxes, to understand the dialogue. Her | acted with care, but was deticient in variety 
dress and demeanor was altogether becom-' of manner. Miss Badderly as Juliana, was 
ing. The minor parts were all well done. very good in the cottage scenes, and her 
In the “ Unfinished Gentleman,” a farce) sister, as the page, sewed symptoms of 





with many good points, the characters were 
well sustained throughout, particularly Bill 
Downey, by Mr. Crawford, who possesses 
much comic humor. Mr. Henry is also 
deserving of notice, not forgetting nr. 
Clinton and Mr. Gunston, who were very 
favourably received. ‘The house was exces- 
sively full, and dreadfully hot from the 
want of opening the usual ventilators. 


QUEEN’S, 


Very varied and agreeable novelties are 
provided at this popular place of amuse- 
ment, and the thronged state of the house | 
nightly evidently shows that the public ap- | 





talent we were not prepared fur. Af she will 
take her own course, and not copy her 
sister, she will soon grow into favour. 





~~. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 





E.:T. Tursris.—We consider Mr. W. Farren to 
be the best comedin the stage pussesses in 
genteel comedy. ‘Then we have buckstune, 
Harley, and Keeley, equally clever in tow coe 
medy. To the other question, if you try Shiks- 

erian comedy paits, say Launcelot Gobbo, or 

fuuchstone, [fin rusticcomedy, Kobi lough- 
head, or Sam in Joh Buil, ibe actor slivuid 
muke caoice for bimeeit ui such cases. 
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Baxco.—We advise you to see Mr, Bennett of | 
Sadlers Wells, or Mr. Marston. Either of those 
geutiemen will give you the instruction you | 
nay require. 

J Mitroky.—It 1s true that neither Marston, Nye 
or Dickinson go to the Welis this season, We 
believe Miss Couper Las no engagement ut pre- 
sent. 

€.B.— Say where we can address you. 

Matrore.—'The first opportunity. 

Hi, W. W. is thanked. 

Lo eg Houst.—Illness prevented our atten- 
cuuce, 

F.'T, THesprs.— We feel obliged : the article shall 
appear shortly, 

An Operative of Manchester is too late for this 
week ; it shal] appear in our next. 

£.A.C., St. Jobn Street. —Sadlers Wells opens for 
the season on Saturday neat. This 1s rather 
earlier than usual, as our correspondent remarks 
Many changes take place im the company, and 
several new aspirants for dramatic honors will 
appear, 

Mr. ‘I, Hnghes, the very celebrated comedian, is 
also a sculptor of considerable merit and great 
tuste, The bust of the late Leman Rede, tsq.y 
was modelled by this gentleman, and has always 
excited much admiration for its fidelity and ex- 
quisite skill, 

Amicus.—Ihe City theatre was first opened by 
Mr, Christopher Cockertom, Our history of 
the establishment will appear very shortly, 

The celebrated drama, evtitied “Tbe Black Law 
of Martiniqte,” was first produced at the Surrey 
theatre, under the management of Mrs, Davidge. 

Chaates Epwanps.—We believe Mr. B, Webster 





is now mw Birmingham, but a letter sent to the 
stage door of the Haymarket, would no doubt 
be forwarded to hin immediately, 
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THE LONDON TILEATRES. 
PAVILION, 


Continued from Page 226. 

We will now proceed to present to our 
readers a great dramatic novelty, forming 
one among imany others by which our 
dhistory of the London Theatres has been 
already distinguished, viz.: an authentic 
copy of the original play-bill which an- 
nounced the tirst appearance of David Gar- 
rick on the London boards—and which is 


—_ — —ya - 


altogether so eharacteristic of the t'en 
state of the dramatic world (in more ways 
than one) that we shall present it entire. 


October \9th, 1741. 
GOODMAN’S FIELDS. 
At the late Theatre in Goodman’s Fields, this day 
will be performed, 
A Concert of Vocal and Instrumental Music, 
Divided into two parts. 
Tickets at Two, Three, and One Shilling. 
Places fur the Boxes to be taken at the Fleece 
Tavern, near the Theatre. ‘ 
N.B.—Between the two parts of the Concert will 
be presented an Historical Play, called the 
LIFE AND DEATIL OF ° 
KING RICHARD THE THIRD, 
Containing the distressts of King Henry VI. 
The artful acquisition of the Crown by King 
Richard ; 
The Murder of young King Edward V. and 
his Brother, in the Tower, 

The Landing of the Earl of Richmond, 
And the death of King Richard in the memorable 
Rattle of Bosworth Field, being the last that 
was fought between the Houses of York and 
Lancaster; with many other true Historical 

Passages. . 
The part of King Richard, by @ Gentleman, 
(Who never appeared on any Stage.*) 


King Henry....... ..-- Mr, Giffard. 
Richmond .........- Mr. Marshall. 
Prince Edward ...... Miss Hbppisley. 
Duke of York......... Miss Naylor. 


Duke of Buckingham.. Mr. Paterson. 
Duke of Norfolk ..... Mr. Blakes. 
Lord Stanly.......-+++ Mr. Pagett. ‘ 


ORIG 5008 0-0:6:09:0h0 0 Mr. Vaughah. 
Tressel. .:'... Be Ea Mr. W. Gifacd. 
‘Cateshy .............. Mr. Marr. 


Rates 04.20 We veo eee Mr. Crofts. 
Blunt .oe++e.eseeeee Mr. Naytor. 
Tyrrell .....6..eee¢ Mr. Puttenham, 
Lord Mayor ......e. Mr. Dunstall, 
The Queen -++++e+++ Mrs, Steel. 
Duchess of York -++- Mrs. Yates. 
AND THE PARI OF 
Lady Aun, by Mrs. Giffard. 
“WITH 
ENTERTAINMENTS OF DANCING, 
By Mons. Fromet, Mad. Duvalt, and the two 
Masters and Miss Granier. 
To which will be added a Ballad Opera of one act, 
called 
Tue Vircin UNMASKED, 
The part of Lucy, by Miss Hippisley. 
Both of which will be performed Gratis, by Persons 
for their Diversion. 
The Concert wilt begin exactly at Six o’clock. 











ee 





* This was fictitious: Ganick had acted a great 

deal under the name of Lyddel, at the Ipswich 

| theatre, where he was a great. favorite, and fiom 
which he eame direct to town. 
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The foregoing literary and dramatic cu- 
yiosity exhibits a singular specimen of the 
dlevices resorted to at that period to evade 
the ever-annoying question of license, and 
cannot fail, we imagine, to be highly inte+ 
testing to our theatrical readers, 

The success of Garrick was immediate 
and complete: he was called the “ twin- 
star of Shakspere,” and was also styled the 
“Star of the East,”—a flattering perhaps, 
but certainly Very profane cognomen and 
allusion. The other theatres were deserted 
by the play-going public to witness the 
performances of this rising young actor, 
and it has evén been said, that the whole 
space from Teinple Bar to Whitechapel was 
nightly thronged with the ¢oaches of the 
higher classes, who hurvied anxiously to 
witness his performances. Among others 
thus attracted was one of the great “ligqns’’ 
of the day, the justly-celebrated Pope, and 
the patronage and applause of the poet ma- 
terially aided the success of the actor. 
Garrick himself thus déseribes this visit : 

“* As I opened the part,” (Richard the 
Third), “I saw our little poetical hero, 
dressed in black, seated in a side box near 
the stage, and viewing me with a severe 
and earnest attention. HHis*ook shot and 
thrilled like lightning through my frame, 
and [ had some hesitation in proceeding, 
from anxiety and from joy. As Richard 
gradually blazed forth,. the house was in a 
roar of applause, and the conspiring hand 
of Pope shadowed me with laurels.” Such 
are the words in which our English Roscius 
described this to him most important and 
flattering meeting. As a matter of curi- 
osity we may add, that among, Garrick’s 
earliest parts, despite his imniense success 
in Richard, we find the Ghost in Hamlet— 
ahd many lew comedy parts: on his first 
benefit which occurred on the 18th of 
March following, he performed King Lear, 
and afterwards, Johnny, in a then popular 
faree called The Schoolboy ; the extraordi- 
nary talent and versatility thus displayed 
in depicting eighty and fifteen with equal 
skill, perfectly astonished the town—and 
even Colley Cibber, the author of “The 
Schoolboy,” is reported to have said to 
Mrs. Bracegirdle, the celebrated. actress— 
“Why, faith, Bracey, the young fellow 
really is clever.” | 

The great success of the new actor quite ‘ 














alarmed the lessees of the patent theatres, 
who appear to have used both’threats and 
promises to Gifford to induce him to res- 
cind the services of Garrick—nor without 
effect—for not only did Garrick join the 
Drury Lane theatre, then under the man- 
agement of Fleetwood, but his old manager 
and friend Gifford, accompanied him—and 
the Goodmans Fields Theatro was onté 
nore closed, 
W. 
(To be continued). 
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MISS LAURA ADDISON 
ADMIRERS, 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. | 
Str,—As I have placed the name of 
Miss Laura Addison in a list comprising 
those of Miss Vincent, Mrs. Yarnold, Mrs. 
Lacy, &c., and Mr. Crouch seems to think 
me hard against her, I will state more fully 
my reasons for doing so. 

At the commencement of his letter, he 
speaks of Miss Vincent as “a Victoria lady,’’ 
and Miss Addison as a ‘‘Drary and Hay 
market star.’ [ must call to his memory 
the fact that Miss Addison has played but 
one season at each of those places; that 
Miss Vincent was engaged for two seasons 
at Covent Garden, where she played, among 
other prominent parts, Virginia to Mac- 
ready’s Virgihius: and that Mrs. Yarnold 
has been principal lady at the Haymarket, 
where she supplied the Jeading serious 
in Bell’s comedy of “ Marriage,’’ aad other 
characters. 

Iam no champion for these ladies. I 
am not going to assert that they were qua- 
lified to fill those positions at first-rate 
theatres, On the contrary, I think they 
wanted many requisites; and the places 
they have since filled, show, ‘without any 
remarks of mine, the standard of their 
abilities. Let time pass over Miss Addison 
‘and we shall see if she remain a “ Drury or 
a Haymarket star.” I consider she has 
been there on trial,—that Mr. Webster 
heard what she was doing at the Wells, and 
wished to see what Miss A. would be with- 
out the tuition of Mr. Phelps. 

There is a wide differenee between Drury, 
Haymarket, and Sadlers Wells. At the 
two former, the actors and actresses are 
thrown on their own resoarces! at the lat- 


AND HER 




















©62 THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 


ter, they are pupils, receiving instructions | 
in every character they are cast for. At | 
the former, you applaud the actor’s own | 
conception; at Sadlers Wells peu never | 
know how much of the praise belongs to | 
the manager. Mr. Phelps knows full well 
that he is much above his company ; his de- 
sire is to form a picture, for ail to work in 
the same direction and towards one model. 
This he labours hard to accomplish. How 
much Miss Addison is indebted tu this, 
some of her admirers, it seems, have yet to 
discover. My opinion is already formed ; I 
think, with * Beta,” that ** her’s is a case 
for regret.” 

A few words in conclusion. It is stated 
Miss Addison is unrivalled in Lilian Saville. 
I answer, true; for no other person has 
played the part, and therefore as yet she 
cannot be rivalled. Lady Mabel Lynterne 
was the first character she played, and is 
perhaps the best thing she has done. That 
she is a good and useful actress, 1 admit ; 
but that she is a great and finished artiste, 
or ever reaches the pitch of grandeur. I em- 
phatically deny. However effective jerking 
and spasmodic utterance may be with a 
Wells audience, to those who are critical 
and form an estimate by comparison, it is 
offensive. 

Garrick FuNNyBONE. 





OUR ACTORS, 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Sir,—In your valuable journal of 8th 
August, 1850, No, 556, a correspondent 
who subscribes himself as “ Beta,” has 
given an unjust preference to perfurmers, in 
placing them cs first in their profession, 
when they are only second and third-rate 
actors, Now I think (and doubt not but 
that your readers will concur,) that he has 
mistaken them; for in his list he places 
them thus: just obser.e the contrast, for I 
am sure when he wrote to you he certainly 
could not have seen the merit and ability of 
the performers. 

1. Creswick, Bennett, Cowle, and Wal- 
lack! Is it possible that “ Beta” could 
have ever seen Mr. Wallack, whose profes- 
sional career has extended over the stage 
for the last half century. I certainly do not 

ee with him in the manner that he has 
placed them, and I am_ confident your 





readers do not, Is it feasible that Wallack’s 











merit is inferior to (reswick’s, who has 
played the character of the Ghost, in Ham- 
let; and because Creswick has the luck io 
superintend the Surrey theatre, ‘“ Beta,” 
(poor critic!) considers him to be before 
Wallack, whose fame, as a tragedian ora 
comedian, | am ready to assert any day. 

Pray, has “ Beta”’ seen Mr. Wallack as 
Macduff, Iago, Faulconbridge, Don Ceesar 
de Bazan, or Hotspur? Has he seen him 
in any of these characters? If so, he ought 
to be conyinced that Creswick has not the 
fine intellectual powers of Waliack. I have 
seen both performers often, and am able to 
judge of their acting. There is another fact 
that strengthens my assertion, which is, 
that Wallack has played Othello to Kean’s 
Iago, and they reversed the characters re- 
peatedly at the Haymarket last year ; and is 
it at all likely that Kean would have con- 
sented to such a course if Wallack was not 
superior to the perecn who played the 
Ghost (Creswick)? Iam extremely sorry 
that your learned correspondent ‘ Beta,” 
should have made such a bad selection ; and 
putting performers—who are entirely in the 
shade— before those whose merit is not dis- 
puted, jand whose fame has extended over 
half-a-century. 

Then in the second list, he places such 
men as Andersov, Cuoper, and Kean, (Did 


you ever hear of such a thing?) who are’ 


justly entitled to the first rank. I should 
be elnd to reply to ‘ Beta’s” answer, should 
he deem this worthy of one: and apologis- 
ing for this lengthy epistle, 

I am, Sir, 

Yours very obediently, 

TImotay Loapstone. 

London, August 9th, 1850. 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Manchester, August 12th, 1850. 

Sir,— Being a constant reader of your 
journal, I have perused with some interest 
and amusement the letters of your corres- 
pondents on the relative merits of certain 
actors and actresses now figuring on the 
metropolitan and provincial boards. 

They appear most anxious to establish 
their own individual opinions upon the mind 
of the theatrical publ, without giving the 
grounds upon which thoce opinions ae 
based. 

I would remind them that the mere fact 
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of an actor being considered by them as 
having “ no talent,” being ‘* mediocre,” or 
possessing the “ finest genius,” does not in- 
vest them with thuse qualifications, or con- 
stitute them good or bad, and it seems 
rather an assumption to sit in judgment 
upon the mental and physical calibre of our 
public actors in the manner in which several 
of your correspondents do. 

I would ask “‘ Beta” or “Garrick Funny- 
bone,” (a very funny name) what is the 
standard or criterion Wy which you judge of 
a real sterling actor? By what mental 
qualifications ? 

I am inciined to think that some of your 
correspondents know comparatively little of 
the true standard of an actor’s merit, and 
that individual taste and favoritism is no 
mean element in that standard. 

Should you favor this with an insertion, 
I shall, in another letter, state my humble 
opinion as to what constitutes a good thea- 
trical performer. 

Yours truly, 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Sir,—A humble admirer of the great 
talents of Mr. G. K. Dickinson encloses the 
following rude lines, a small tribute of ad- 
miration. Would you oblige me by their 
insertion ? 


Ss. E. H—n. 
TO MR. G. K. DICKINSON. 


OF THE THEATRE ROYAL, SADLERS WELLS, 


If there be pow’r to charm the admiring ear, 
To stir the tend’rest feelings of the heart, 
To raise emotions of sweet love or fear, 
And bid the selfishness of earth depart : 
To any mortal if this charm be given, 
To shake the mind with words of fiery passion, 
When the whole soul with fierce despair is riven, 
Or yielding to the voice of soft compassion, 
In melting tones a gentle tale is poured 
In silve y sounds-the music of the tongue! 
Would raisé the heart by lowest envy soured 
To own the influence of our great Poet’s song. 
Oh! Dickinson, we grant this power is thine ; 
Long may’st thou live, still fresher beauties 
showing, 
Of Tragic art, clothed in bright verse divine, 
With graceful ease-thy face with int’llect glow- 
ing; 

As the soft > Ion that steal athwart the mind 
By the sweet speil of thy enchanting art ; 
So may’st thou, throughout this life, e’er find 
The brightest lot!—wish of a friendly mind, 
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MANCHESTER, THEATRE Royat.-—Mr. Buck- 
stone and Mrs. Fitzwilliam have been “ starring” 
it with moderate success. They have appeared in 
a variety of characters, and have met with much 
applause, particularly from the “ democratic "’ por- 
tion of their audiences, Buckstone’s. Aminidab 
Sleek, is decidedly interior to that of Mr. Wood's, 
in fact, he has made personal and exclusive pro- 
perty of it. In the ‘‘ Flowers of the Forest,’’ 
Buckstone, as Cheap John, was excellent; Mrs, 
Fitzwilliam imparted quite a thrilling and interest- 
ing feeling into Starlight Bess. In such pieces as 
‘© Box and Cox,” * Rough Diamond,’ &e, Mr. 
Buckstone appears to great advantage. On Monday 
evening the “ stars’? shone conspicuously in the 
“ Child of the Regiment,” and afterwards in two 
farces, which realized quite an acceptable evenings 
entertainment. This being the last week of the 
season, it is most likely that Buckstone and Mrs. 
Fitzwilliam will conclude the season's campaign. 


QueEens,—Mr., Aldridge has taken his departure 
He was pretty successful in his range of characters 
and in the Padlock, and the Egyptian Mummy, he 
so convulsed the house, that we had almost fancied 
he had the power of administering laughing gas to 
his audience. He is certiinly a black phenomenon. 
Mr. Harwood, and his Bonny Black Bess, have 
been scrambling over hill and dale, Jerusalem 
ponies, turnpikes, and wading through seas of 
* blood,” in dramas of “ intense, thrilling, and as- 
tounding interest,” to the rapturous applause of 
the gods. On Wednesday evening, the theatre 
presented quite a lively appearance from a sprink- 
ling of the Third Dragoon Guards, who patronised 
the theatre to witness a comedy written by one of 
their brother soldiers, which was very passable. 
Tha military author was called before the curtain, 
and met with a hearty reception. The Lauri Fa- 
mily are here, in a little ballet entitled the Spirit of 
Fire. which deservedly grows in favor each night it 
is represented. 


Corosstum.—The features of this beautiful and 
well-cenducted establishment are both rich and 
rare. Befote any of the “luminaries” become an- 
tique, they are transplanted, and a new era in the 
light of rational and captivating entertainment is 
presented. Signor Huntini and ‘his clever little 
son, are very daring in their stilt vaulting. Jean- 
nette and Jeannot is again revived with all its ori- 
ginal characteristics, Mr. George's good and active 
discrimination as a manager, are well evidenced, 
from the inducements that are held out to patronise 
this temple of diversified talent. 


Casino. Mr, Blanchard and his sagacious 
quadrupeds still continue to be both populer and 
attractive, having been re-engaged. .Jn a little 
piece, called ‘‘ My poor Dog Tray,” which is well 
got up, Mr. Plumpton sung Campbell's celebrated 
song of My poor dog Tray, in a very efficient and 
soul- stirring spirit. 

Mr. Cox’s Dissolving Views merits our notice, 
as does Mr. Millicent, who can beat time to almost 
any tune with his “wooden” undertandings. This 








house has been thronged nightly. 
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Wrnpsor—Mr. H. Betty has been playing here 
for six nights. On Wednesday, he played Othello 
for his benefit. ‘The house was well attenved, 
and the manager has entered into a second en- 
gagement with this talented actor. Miss Love, 
whe has been playing the principal characters 
with him, is a great favorite, and Mr. Oxberry has 
proved himself to be a clever manager. 

SourHamrron.—Mrs, Nishett, her sister and 
brother, took their benefic here on Fr.day last, 
when the theatre was crowded. ‘The perform- | 
ances consisted of Knowles’s play of the Love | 
Chase, and Buckstone’s farce of the Dead Shot. 
The house has been very well attended during the 
whole week. 


Ricumonp, Yorkshire.—Qur theatre — early 
next month, under the management of Mr. J. M. 
Thompson. 


Lerps.—Mr. Bunn delivered his monologue at 
the Literary Institution, in this town, on Wednesday 
bi fore an audience completely filling the room; and 
was so enthusiastically: received that he has been 
engaged to repeat it another night. 


MarcatF.—Our theatre was crammed = on 
Tuesday, in last week, that night's performances 
being the annual bespeak of the Proprietors ; the 
entertainments consisted of Poole’s drama called 
Sweethearts and Wives, and Egerton Wilks’s highly 
popular farce of My Wife's Dentist. Mr. Charles 
Gill merits great praise for his active management 
and we are pleased to observe, the patronage bes- 
towed upon this very agrecable place of rational en- 
tertainment. 

GLascow, Queens.—This establishment opens 
next Saturday under the management of Mr, James 
Calvert; Mr. H. Loraine is engaged as principal 
actor 








OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX 





Arsrnoatu—Mr. G: K. Dickinson, late of Sad- 
hers Wells, has received a present of a magnificent 
diamond ring, value £50, from one of the ad- 
mirers of the drama here, a token of ad.niration 
for his beautiful conception and delineation of the 
characters of Othello, Romeo, Claude Melnotte, 
and Hamlet. He has also received other tokens 


The Haymarket Troupe played to a good house 
at Wolverhamton, on lest Monday, and on Tuesday 
and Wednes‘lay to crowded audiences at Worcester. 
They were to have performed at Birmingham on 
Thursday, and at Coventry on Friday: and are an- 
nounced toplay at Wolverhampton all next week 
during the races. Business has been remarkably 
good at all the towns they have visited. 

The York, Hull, and Leeds circuit opens on the 
19th ult, at the first-named town, under the ma- 
nagement of Mr. T.Caple, who.we understand. is in 
London. making preparations for his undertaking. 

Mr. Sims Reeves and Miss Lucombe have some: 
thoughts of entering into partnership for life. 

- Honey the clever actor of eccentric comedy 
and burlesque, late of the Princess’s Theatre, has 
been engaged to supply the place of the late Mr, 
Munyard at the Adelphi Theatre. 

Great alterations are to be made in Exeter halk, 
in order to render it better calculated for musical 
performances. The organ is to be thrown beck, and 
allthe pillars removed; also the roof to be 
arched, &c. 

Sadlers Wells will open on Soturdav next, the 
Company will consist of many rectors, : ml ac'Ress*s 
from the Provinces, quite new to the London 
boards, 

Otymprc.— Mr. T. H. Lacy, the well known and 
highly esteemed actor, announces his benefit at 
this theatre for to night (Wednesday, August 14th.) 
when a crowded house is fully anticipated. The: 
entertainments provided consist of Knowles’s Play 
of the Wife, in which Miss Cooper appears for this 
night only; Julian St. Pierre being sustained*By 
Mr. Lacy. A Ballet and other highly attractive ene 
tertainments are also announced. 
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MADAME TUSSAUD’S 


MARIA MANNING, George Manning 
Bloomfield Rush, taken from life during their trials. 
—A cast in plaster of Mr. O’Connor, with a plan 
of the. kitchen where he was murdered, Models of 
Stanfield Hall and Potash farm are now added to‘ 
the Chamber of Horrors, at Madame TUSSAUD 
and SON’S Exnrsrriow Bazaar, Baker Street 





of approval, and is an immense favourite. We Portman square.—Open from eleven till dusk 


understand he does not appear at the Wells, but 
his admirers in town may. expect to see him shortly 
in a round of bis great parts at one of our metro- 
politan theatres, 


We are authorised to state that Mr. Farren has 


become the lessee of the. Olympic theatre. 


Rackets.—A grand and novel Match will be Six Months... 


played at the Belvedere Grounds, on Monday next. 
the proceeds being for the benefit of the Waiter. W. 
Sutton, who is much respected by the gentlemen 


and ‘from seven till ten,—Admittance 1s; smal 
roam, 6d. extra, 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
Three Months ... ++ One Shilling. 
- Two Shillings. 
-» Four Shillings, 
Published every Thursday. Afternoon at Four o'clock, for 
the Proprietor, by S. Y. Collins, 113, Fleet Street; tu be 
had of Vickers, Hulvwell Street; Mitchell, 39, Hollywojl 





Twelve Months... 


and company generally who attend this place of | Street: J. Allen, Warwick lane; Harris, Blackfriars Road, 


amuseme! t i 
Jenny Lind will sing at two concerts at Liverpool 


Scales, 195, Shoreditch, and al} Booksellers & Newsvenders. 
Manchester, J. Heywood, 170, Deansgate ; Birming . 
W. Pratt, 8?, Digdeth. To be haa by order, in any of the 





before she departs for America, which, according to | Provincial Towns. 


resent arrangements, will be on the 2lstins., by 
the Atlantic steamer, 
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